Durleigh Parish Council
Date of Meeting:
Location of Meeting:
Present:
In Attendance:
Apologies:

Minutes 2021

9th September 2021
Time:
19:30
Hembry Room, Westfield Church Hall
Cllr. N. Smith, Cllr. N. Myers, Cllr. R. Leighton, Cllr. M.Mead, Cllr. J. Johnstone
Tammy Weeks (Clerk), Cllr. A. Bown, Cllr. G. Slocombe,
Cllr. R. Lilley, Cllr. John Vassalli, Cllr.B. Bolt, Cllr. I. Dyer, Cllr. M. Caswell

Ref:

Topic of Discussion

1-9/9/21

Chairman’s Comments
The Chair said a ‘thank you’ to everyone; it’s been a busy time for everyone and the
Councillors have all picked up and progressed their lead projects, which has made the whole
process easier, especially for the Chair and Clerk.

2-9/9/21

Public Question Time
None

3-9/9/21

Declarations of Interest
No Declarations of Interest were declared.

4-9/9/21

Minutes of Last Meeting
Minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr. Meyers, Seconded by Cllr. Mead
All agreed.

5-9/9/21

Update on Actions from Previous meeting
Spaxton Road Improvements;
Cllr. Bown reported that it still has not opened up for SIS applications. She will let us know
when she’s able to put it in.
An update via an email from Kathryn Tyson at Somerset Highways; the Speed Survey has been
completed but she still needs to look at results.
Hedge ownership still needs to be confirmed.
The Chair explained that he has been made aware that there are issues with Road Safety in /
going into Enmore. He suggested that it may be worthwhile to contact Enmore Parish Council
to see if we can join up to pursue this issue (as traffic issue / road flowing through both
parishes). Action: Chair to contact Enmore PC Chair to see if we can have joint meeting.
The Clerk reported that she is aware that other parishes locally are pushing for ‘Quiet Lanes’
policy to be implemented.
Queenswood Lane Fencing;
Cllr. Slocombe reported that her and Cllr. Lilley went to see the developer, took photographs,
and communicated with Nest homes head office re improvement of Queenswood Lane. They
have come back and said it is not their responsibility.
Cllr. Slocombe also reported that Sedgemoor District Council are discussing several trees (all
got TPOs), in terms of maintenance/trimming required.
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Cllr. Slocombe explained that in reference to the Harris fencing, this always happens for safety.
Nest homes will send people down to have a look, but part of the s106 agreement was that
they had to put up temporary fencing for safety and they feel they are doing the necessary.
After discussion between the councillors, it was agreed that we go back to Nest Homes and
make a clear statement to them that they have installed the fence inappropriately. The parish
council and residents want it moved so the hedge can be trimmed and opened up to make it
easier for people to use lane again. Cllr. Slocombe volunteered to make contact reference this.
Cllr. Johnstone commented that Wessex Water have cut a little bit of the hedge by Spaxton
Road, so ‘thank you’ to them.
Communication / Social Media page;
Cllr. Meyers reported that the Facebook page has been put together but is currently not
public. From his research, he has noted that every other parish council page is ‘public’. The
pages generally have low levels of engagement. He feels that the Durleigh Parish Council page
should also be ‘public’ and feels that this will be less work than trying to have it as a closed
group and checking that people live in Durleigh.
Action: Facebook page to go live before the next meeting. Need to agree the wording for
‘about us’, which Cllr. Meyers will draft and send out by email for comments/agreement.
Maintenance of trees, Spaxton Road;
Cllr. Smith reported that it is in hand.
6-9/9/21

Matters Arising (Including Consultation Responses)
Gambling Policy – The Clerk referred to an email sent to Councillors on 29th July. Sedgemoor
District Council are updating their Gambling Policy and have sent it out for consultation –
comments to be submitted by 1st October.
The councillors had no comments to make on the policy and therefore agreed that no
response is necessary. Proposed by Cllr. Mead, seconded by Cllr. Meyers
HPC Permit Variation – The Clerk referred to an email sent to Councillors on 3rd August.
Response required by 14th September. Consultation sent out by the Environment Agency in
respect of two applications to vary existing environmental permits during the construction
phase at Hinkley Point. Agreed that councillors are happy to rely on the expertise of the
Environment Agency and therefore no response required. Proposed by Cllr. Mead, seconded
by Cllr. Meyers

Future Parish Elections – The Clerk referred to an email sent to councillors on 24th August.
Email from SALC explaining that next elections are due to take place in May 2023, which would
have coincided with council elections, thus reducing costs to parish councils. With the creation
of the new unitary authority, the elections for a shadow authority will now be May 2022. SALC
are seeking views as to whether to move the parish council elections to May 2022 to keep
them in sync with the principal council and thus reduce costs. Response/ideas wanted before
the end of September.
All councillors are In favour of moving the elections forward to May 2022. Proposed by Cllr.
Mead, seconded by Cllr. Leighton

7-9/9/21

Financial Matters
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The Clerk reported that the Bank balance at 6th August 2021 was £11,666.73
Expenditure since the last bank statement was detailed:
Total Expenditure since

£638.23

Income Received

Date:

Description

Amount

31/8/21

Clerk's Salary

352.23

31/8/21

SALC - Councillor Essentials
Training

26.00

12/8/21

SALC - Councillor Essentials
Training

75.00

12/8/21

SALC - GDPR Training

25.00

12/8/21

SALC - Successful Chairman Training

60.00

19/8/21

T Healy - Internal Audit Fee

100.00

£0

The payments above are included in the Finance Reports up to 31 Aug 2021 (Appendix 1).
Since the Finance Reports were produced, the following payments have also been made:
Date:

Description

Amount

7/9/21

Rob the Web Guy – website
hosting & maintenance

285.00

8/9/21

Clerk’s Overtime

39.72

12/8/21

Clerk’s Expenses (mileage)

7.92

This brings the total expenditure since the last statement to: £970.87
The clerk explained with the payments made, the bank balance will reduce to £10,695.86.
7.2

The Clerk referred to the Finance Reports up to 31st August 2021, circulated to councillors prior
to the meeting. Councillors did not have any queries/comments to make on the finance
reports.

7.3

There are no invoices/payments waiting to be paid.
It was explained that all payments made were either all pre-approved on the ‘Schedule of
Payments 2020-21’authorised at the March meeting, or are within the levels for delegated
authority as detailed in the Financial Regulations and the new procedures. Therefore, these did
not need further approval, but are just to note.

7.4

The Clerk explained that there was an invitation from SALC to apply for a grant under the
‘Opening Up Safely & Reconnecting Fund’, which every parish council could apply for. In
discussion with the Chair we decided that we would make an application to support the
purchase of a projector, screen and other accessories, which will support not having paper
copies circulating in meetings to prevent infection spread. This will allow those without the
technology or hardware to bring electronic copies, to see the documents being discussed
during the meetings. Also included in the grant claim; signs with the parish council name
promoting the use of hand sanitiser and the extra cost of cleaning materials. The total applied
for is £895. We will update once a decision is known.
Proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Meyers
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The Chair explained that the annual performance increment is due on the Clerk’s salary on 1st
October. This is automatic, unless poor performance is flagged. We do need to book in a
performance review to formalise (Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Mead have responsibility for personnel,
including appraisals), so councillors are requested to provide any feedback on the Clerk,
positive or negative, and send to Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Mead.
Action: Cllr. Smith will send out an email for feedback on performance and then if all happy,
the increment rise will be applied from 1st October. Feedback given in the meeting from Cllr.
Mead and Cllr. Meyers was that the Clerk’s work is good.

8-9/9/21
Planning Matters
Items for Discussion:
23/21/00008

Rexworthy Farm, Spaxton Road, Durleigh - Change of use of Sui Generis agricultural building to
B8 storage as part of existing self-storage facility with external alterations.
Cllr. Smith declared a personal interest; a friend of his owns the property. Decision to Support
the application. Proposed by Cllr. Leighton, Seconded by Cllr. Meyers.
Action: Clerk to respond to planning application.

Items for Update:
23/21/00007

8 Spaxton Road, Durleigh - Erection of single storey front (South) extension with a balcony.
Been approved

23/21/00006

12 Pyrland Walk, Durleigh - Erection of single storey side and rear extension on site of existing
extension, detached garage, shed, greenhouse and summer house (to be demolished) and
extension of existing driveway.
Due to the date comments had to be submitted by, this was discussed/commented on via
email round robin and a response sent as ‘no observation’.

23/21/00005/DD Land To The South Of, Durleigh Hill- : Variations of Condition 11 of Planning Permission
23/18/00011 (Variation of Condition 8 of Planning Permission 23/12/00012 (Variation of
condition 8 of Planning Permission 23/12/00005 to read "The development hereby permitted
shall be carried out in full accordance with the approved FRA (prepared by SKM Enviros and
dated 10 August 2012 Version 2) and the following specific measures: Figure 5-2 Swale Layout
Plan; Figure 5-1 Swale Cross Section; and Section 5 Drainage Assessment. The above measures
shall be constructed on site before the development is completed) to update the approved
Flood Risk Assessment by omitting the requirement for swales.) to increase the Solar Farm's
operational period from 25 to 40 years.
Due to the date comments had to be submitted by, this was discussed/commented on via
email round robin and a response sent detailing concerns.
9-9/9/21

Review of Risk Register
The clerk referred to the updated Risk Register circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Councillors were asked if they felt that any further changes need to be made.
Cllr. Smith commented that he felt that we should take out the petty cash risk, as we do not
hold petty cash. He also commented that we should consider noting the contribution to
interment fee scheme add as a separate risk, or refer to it under ‘grants’.
Action: Clerk to update Risk Register and email out for it to be agreed electronically.

10-9/9/21

Review of Grant & Donation Policy
The Clerk referred to the Grant & Donation Policy that is due for its annual review. The Clerk
felt it was still fit for purpose and did not require any update. Councillors were asked if they
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wanted any changes/updates made. No changes required and all agreed that it is still fit for
purpose.
Proposed by Cllr. Meyers, Seconded by Cllr. Mead, all in agreement
11-9/9/21

Speed Indicator Device (SID)
Due to Cllr. Vassalli’s absence, this was not discussed.
Action: To add to the November agenda.

12-9/9/21

Upgrading of Queenswood Lane
Cllr. Leighton reported that he thinks that Queenswood Lane should become part of the cycle
network as well as a footpath. With the new development, this will be well used by school
children. The clerk explained that based on costs received previously, this would cost circa
£80k. Agreed that this will be looked at again when CIL money is actually available.
Cllr. Slocombe said she thinks it would be better to do improvement works in stages.
Previously feedback from residents that they did not want the lane upgraded.

13-9/9/21

Action: Find out CIL money amount (look for email from Cllr.Slocombe)
Tree Planting
Cllr Leighton proposed that we approach Wessex Water to ask if we can plant the free trees
being offered by Sedgemoor District Council on Wessex Water land (2 fields).
Cllr. Leighton had also looked at the green space on Pyrland Walk to see whether this would
also be a suitable location. While there, he spoke to a resident who complained about the
large tree, which is now shading their solar panels. Although they would not be opposed to
small trees, they would not welcome any more large trees.
Cllr. Smith highlighted that this was the area we had also earmarked for improving, making
into a more communal area. Maintained by the council currently.
Action: Cllr. Leighton and Cllr. Vassalli to get together and look at who owns land and see
what can be done with it to improve the area with hardware and trees.

14-9/9/21

Add to November agenda for update.
Frontage to Property on Spaxton Road
Cllr. Johnstone requested that this item was added to the agenda as she had concerns that a
new front wall recently built, gave the visual perception that it was jutting into the road and
making people swerve.
Cllr. Smith reported that he has had a look at the wall and it does not stick out into road. There
is approximately 0.5 meter between the end of the wall and the start of road.
Cllr. Johnstone asked, due to the visual perception, would it be possible to get them to put
something on the end of wall.

15-9/9/21

Cllr. Smith reported that the intention is to render the wall and paint it white, which will be
more visible. However, Cllr. Smith will have an informal conversation to see if they have
considered a reflector.
Meetings Attended
Councillors Essentials, attended by Cllr. Mead, Cllr. Vassalli and Cllr. Meyers:
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Cllr Meyers reported that he found the training interesting. Cllr. Mead reported that it was
good and well presented.

GDPR Explained, attended by Cllr. Mead – Cllr. Mead reported that she found it very good and
useful. Not appropriate for Facebook etc., aimed at a much higher level.

The Council as an Employer, due to be attended by Cllr. Mead – this training was cancelled.
Clerk and Cllr.Mead to check when next training is being offered.

Neighbourhood Planning Seminar, attended by Cllr. Mead - Cllr. Mead reported that this was
not relevant to Durleigh Parish Council at the moment.
16-9/9/21
1
2
3
17 -9/9/21
Date / Time:
Venue:

Items for Next Agenda
Facebook page
SID
Spaxton Road
Date & Venue of Next Meeting
11th November 2021 at 7:30pm
Hembry Room, Westfield Church, if possible, under Covid Safe regulations. If not, another
virtual meeting will be held.

Meeting Closed at:

20:26

Minutes Signed by:

…………………………………………………
(Chairman)

Date:

……………………………………………………………………..
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